NHMRC Webinar
Join Us!
The National Healthy Marriage Resource Center (NHMRC) will host a webinar entitled, “Developing
Partnerships with the Military to Serve National Guard Members and their Families” on
Thursday, July 29, 2010, from 1:00 – 2:30pm (Eastern Daylight Time).
Data shows that more than half of National Guard and Reserve members are married, and more
than 40 percent are engaged in overseas military operations. These individuals face unique
challenges to their marriages, such as deployment and combat stress. Perhaps as a result of this,
servicemen and women appear to have one of the highest divorce rates of any group in the nation.
Speakers at this webinar will describe the marriage and relationship education services currently
provided by the National Guard to its members and discuss how Marriage and Relationship
Education Program providers across the country can reach out to their state National Guard
chapters to form partnerships to provide MRE to National Guard members and their families.
• Rico Figueroa, Colorado Healthy Marriage Project, will discuss how his program is
working with National Guard families, how the partnership was fostered, and offer advice for
MRE programs across the country on how to reach out to the National Guard. Mr. Figueroa
has worked for non-profits and taught relationship workshops for more than 15 years. He
joined the Colorado Healthy Marriage Project in 2007 where he manages facilitators, plans
events, and engages in outreach to businesses, community organizations, and the military.
• Col. Robert Hicks, Alabama National Guard Joint Force State Support Chaplain,
will describe the services his program provides to National Guard families, as well as the
benefits of a partnership that was established between the Alabama National Guard and
the Alabama Community Healthy Marriage Initiative. Col. Hicks administers all chaplain
services for 14,000 Army and Air National Guardsmen. His 31- year career includes
deployments to Desert Storm, Panama, the Mediterranean and Middle-East. More recently
he served as Task Force Chaplain for Plaquesmine Parish, Louisiana during Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita. Colonel Hicks holds academic degrees in Psychology (Bachelor of Arts,
Emporia State University) Theology (Masters and Doctorate, Dallas Theological Seminary)
and National Security Studies (Masters, Public Administration, Troy University). He is
adjunct professor of History at Belhaven College, and is considered a subject matter expert
in Religious Extremism and Traumatic Crisis Response.
• Patricia Randich-Dumas, Military Family Life Consultant, Alabama National Guard
Joint Family Assistance Program, will describe how the partnership between the
Alabama Community Healthy Marriage Initiative and the state National Guard chapter
was initiated, current successes and challenges with the relationship, and how MRE
programs across the country can best reach out to local National Guard chapters. Ms.
Dumas has been a social worker for 15 years, and has worked for the past three years
with military families through the Joint Family Support Assistance Program as a Military
Family Life Consultant at the Alabama National Guard. Her experience also spans trauma
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recovery, hospice and bereavement care and chronic mental illness issues for patients and
caregivers. Her volunteer service includes the NASW, serving as the President-Elect of the
Alabama Chapter, VistaCare Hospice and the Church of the Holy Spirit. Ms. Dumas holds a
Bachelors degree in Women’s’ Studies and Sociology from University of Massachusetts at
Boston and a Masters degree in Clinical Social Work from Boston College.
• Rich Batten, Program Manager, National Healthy Marriage Resource Center
(NHMRC), will moderate this session. Mr. Batten has more than 20 years of experience as
a collaborative and strategic leader committed to improving the well being of marriages,
families and communities. Most recently, he served as a Family and Fatherhood Specialist
with the Colorado Department of Human Services. In this role, he developed collaborative
relationships between healthy marriage programs, domestic violence programs, fatherhood
programs, child welfare, child support enforcement, and the Department of Corrections.
Batten has been a Certified Family Life Educator since 1998 and is an experienced
instructor of numerous marriage and parenting curriculums. He earned a Master of
Theology from Dallas Theological Seminary, and a Master of Education from Loyola
University in Chicago.

Participating in the Webinar
Check Your Browser Compatibility
Upon receipt of this notice, you will need to click on this link to check your system to make sure your
computer is compatible with Microsoft Office Live Meeting. Please take the time to complete this
step even if you have joined our webinars in the past. Also note that this is only the browser check
link and not the link to the actual event.
If you encounter problems during the browser check, please talk to your IT department.
To Join the Webinar:
Joining is a two step process. First, come back to this e-mail and log your computer onto the Live
Meeting program.
1. Use this link: Click Here to Join Live Meeting
2. Once you have signed onto the computer, call the Toll-Free number 1 (800) 946-0785 and provide
this passcode 4182351
Please Note: You will need to provide the passcode to access the call. This phone number
changes each month and is active 10 minutes prior to the Webinar start time.
You will be greeted by an operator who will ask you a few questions. Once you provide the
appropriate information you will be placed into the conference call portion of this session. We
recommend that you sign on 5-10 minutes in advance of the Webinar. (Please note that
grantees will be asked to provide their Grant Number.)

TROUBLESHOOTING:
If you have problems entering the conference using the above link, please manually enter the URL,
Meeting ID and Entry Code below into your browser window:
https://www119.livemeeting.com/cc/vcc/join
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Meeting ID: w4182351
Entry Code: A418235
Once you have signed onto the computer, call the Toll-Free number 1 (800) 946-0785 and provide
this passcode 4182351
If you still cannot enter the meeting, contact technical support.
Questions?
Please address any questions about logistics to Jill Scollan at jscollan@icfi.com or 866-916-4672.
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